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Listing of Claims 



first generating means for generating a content information space based on 
content information and on additional information related to said content information; 

receiving means for receiving search information from an information processing 
terminal over a network; 

first acquiring means for acquiring a search keyword from said search information 
received by said receiving means; 

searching means for searching a search-related information database for 
information related to said search keyword acquired by said first acquiring means; 

second generating means for generating a search keyword space based on said 
related information retrieved by said searching means and on said search keyword; 

correcting means for correcting and adding variable notations in the search 
keyword space , the added variable notations making at least two words consisting of different 
characters to be equivalent ; 

comparing means for comparing information in said content information space 
generated by said first generating means with information in said corrected search keyword 
space generated by said second generating means; 
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1. 



(Currently Amended) An information processing apparatus comprising: 
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preparing means for preparing a list of display-ready information from the 
information deemed to match as a result of the comparison by said comparing means; and 

transmitting means for transmitting said list of display-ready information prepared 
by said preparing means to said information processing terminal. 

2. (Original) An information processing apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising updating means for updating said search-related information database on the basis of 
said content information space generated by said first generating means. 

3. (Original) An information processing apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said preparing means prepares said list of display-related information from the matching 
information derived from the comparison by said comparing means, in accordance with said 
search information. 

4. (Original) An information processing apparatus according to claim 1 , further 
comprising second acquiring means for acquiring said content information from another 
information processing apparatus over said network. 

5. (Currently Amended) An information processing method comprising: 

a first generation step of generating a content information space based on content 
information and on additional information related to said content information; 

a reception step of receiving search information from an information processing 
terminal over a network; 
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an acquisition step of acquiring a search keyword from said search information 
received in said reception step; 

a search step of searching a search-related information database for information 
related to said search keyword acquired by in said acquisition step; 

a second generation step of generating a search keyword space based on said 
related information retrieved in said search step and on said search keyword; 

a correcting step of correcting and adding variable notations in the search 
keyword space , the added variable notations making at least two words consisting of different 
characters to be equivalent ; 

a comparison step of comparing information in said content information space 
generated in said first generation step with information in said corrected search keyword space 
generated in said second generation step; 

a preparation step of preparing a list of display-ready information from the 
information deemed to match as a result of the comparison in said comparison step; and 

a transmission step of transmitting said list of display-ready information prepared 
in said preparation step to said information processing terminal. 

6. (Currently Amended) A recording medium which records a program in a 

computer-readable format, said program comprising: 

a first generation step of generating a content information space based on content 
information and on additional information related to said content information; 

a reception controlling step of receiving search information from an information 
processing terminal over a network; 
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an acquisition step of acquiring a search keyword from said search information 
received in said reception controlling step; 

a search step of searching a search-related information database for information 
related to said search keyword acquired by in said acquisition step; 

a second generation step of generating a search keyword space based on said 
related information retrieved in said search step and on said search keyword; 

a correcting step of correcting and adding variable notations in the search 
keyword space , the added variable notations making at least two words consisting of different 
characters to be equivalent ; 

a comparison step of comparing information in said content information space 
generated in said first generation step with information in said corrected search keyword space 
generated in said second generation step; 

a preparation step of preparing a list of display-ready information from the 
information deemed to match as a result of the comparison in said comparison step; and 

a transmission controlling step of transmitting said list of display-ready 
information prepared in said preparation step to said information processing terminal. 

7. (Canceled) 

REMAINDER OF THIS PAPER IS INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK. 
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